
AP Language Summer Assignment 

Part I  

For the summer assignment, you will need to choose ONE of the following titles to locate and read 

on your own: 

• Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 

WuDunn 

• The End of Food by Paul Roberts 

• Nickel and Dimed: On Not Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich 

• The Gatekeepers: Inside the Admissions Process of a Premier College by Jacques Steinberg 

• Death at Sea World: Shamu and the Dark Side of Killer Whales by David Kirby 

As you read, you will need to find a total of 10 news articles that relate to issues that come up in the 

book and write a half-page analysis for each (a total of 10 responses) connecting the texts.  Your 

articles should be from news sources, not entertainment (i.e. People or Cosmopolitan), and you 

should include the article with your response.  This will be due on the first day of class. 

 

Part II 

Terms to Master for Success in AP Language 

 

Look familiar?  Hopefully, most the words that appear on this list are words that you have 

seen/worked with in previous English classes.  Don’t worry—these are words that we will revisit at 

the beginning of the year (i.e. a quiz)!  If the word is in bold, I expect you to have some mastery of it 

(understand the definition, know how to identify it in literature/writing, have the ability to analyze 

its impact on a piece of literature). 

 

Style       Imagery 

Rhetoric/rhetorical     Allusion 

Thesis       Consistent control 

Transition      Rhetorical devices 

Diction      Stylistic maturity 

Syntax       Contrast 

Repetition      Changes in attitude 

Language and literary devices    Narrative elements 

Point of view      Observation, experience  

Writer’s attitude     Rhyme 

Complex attitude     Complexity 

Defend, challenge, qualify    Paradox 

Tone       Dialogue 

Simile       Dramatic monologue 



Ambiguity      Unifying image 

Irony       Naturalistic detail 

Time shifts                           Acknowledging both sides of an argument 

Tonal shifts      argument 

Interior monologue     Thematic contrasts 

Authorial persona     Connection b/w plot and meaning 

Rhetorical question     Parallel syntax/ parallel construction 

Emotive imagery     Extended definition 

Antecedent      Concessions to opposing viewpoints 

Pronoun      Cause and effect relationship 

Clause       Appeals to authority 

Didactic      Satire 

Invective      Personification 

Homily      Euphemism 

Loose sentence      Onomatopoeia 

Periodic sentence     Apostrophe 

Mood       Antithesis 

Pedantic      Allegory 

Denotation and connotation    Ambiguity 

Connection b/w theme and style   Analogy 

Figurative language     Anecdote 

Understatement     Aphorism/maxim 

Organization      Logos 

Pathos       Ethos 

 


